
Restoring the Out Wood in Langley Wood National Nature Reserve 

After reading this information please follow this link to the online response form: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BLVDJ93 

The NNR has a complex history. Langley Wood itself (Map 1) was a complex system of 
periodically grazed coppices and the permanently grazed ‘Out Wood’, which is likely to have 
originated from establishing enclosed coppice coupes from unenclosed wood pasture in 
earlier centuries.   Its functioning was described in 1678, when there were seven coppices 
and the permanently open Out Wood.  In the 18th Century Langley Wood contained a 
remarkable collection of ancient Oaks.  One was recorded as being 27 feet (8.23m) in girth, 
much larger than anything surviving now.  These were felled between 1758 and 1840.  

 

The ‘Langley Oak’ was taken down in 1758 and described as ‘stood singly in the wood… 
extended its massive branches near forty feet each way…12 feet across (with) 300 rings of 
annual growth’. It was regarded as ‘aptly suited to naval purposes’ due to the natural bends 
in its limbs but just half its trunk was too heavy to transport using any normal carriage, 
crushing the first one it was laid upon. So valued was it for ship building however that the 
King’s carriage was brought up from Portsmouth as the only one able to bear the weight. 
Even then and with 20 horses it was too heavy to return to the dockyard in Portsmouth, 
having to take the shortest route through The New Forest to the seaside. (South, T., 1792, 
Letters on Crooked Naval Timber & Langley Oak, in: Correspondence of the Bath and West of 
England Society, vol VI, 1792:  Bath) 
Likely it was transported by sea to its intended destination of Portsmouth dockyard, where 
in 1765 HMS Victory was launched. HMS Victory was one of 12 ships that Pitt the Elder 
ordered to be built in 1758, the same year The Langley Oak was felled.  
 

 In 1844 there were 12 copses and still rights of common for cattle and hogs through the 

year, in the parts of the wood which were yearly open. At this time one part of Apsey Copse, 

Upper Apsey, was permanently added to the Out Wood. 

 The other ancient woodlands on the site, mainly in The Earldoms (see Map 2), were 

also managed as periodically grazed coppices.  The 1807 Ordnance Surveyors Drawing (Map 

2) shows the Out Wood in the beginning of the 19th century to be open wood pasture.  Map 

3 is the 1876 OS with the distribution of enclosed land in the early 19th century interpreted 

on to it.  

In 1876, the Out Wood was still clearly a grazed pasture woodland and latter maps through 

to the 1930s show that parts of it remained open up to at least this time.  Other areas of 

common shown in 1807 within the NNR, were enclosed and converted to other land uses.  

In particular much of the floodplain of the Black Water and Moor Copse were also open land 

in 1807.  North of the river within Langley Wood was part of the Out Wood, with the letting 

name The Lawns.  South of the river, the open land was part of the common land of 

Downton, which was enclosed in 1822.  The 1807 map indicates that this area was partly 

pasture woodland but no relic of this survives. 

 In the 20th century, the pasture woodland of the Out Wood appears to have simply 

been left unmanaged and the glades infilled naturally after the 1930s.  Within the coppices, 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BLVDJ93


there was a general conversion to oak dominated high forest.  This seems to have been 

mainly achieved by increasing the numbers of oak standards within the coppices rather than 

by any drastic replanting.  This removal of grazing and conversion to high forest has been 

very typical of large woodland complexes on the London Clay within the Hampshire Basin. 

Clearly the Out Wood was a lighter more open habitat than we see today, fewer large trees 

with pasture grassland in between. The 300 year old Langley Oak potentially dates the Out 

Wood back almost 500 years to 1458 as this can only be a tree grown in these kinds of open 

conditions. Evidence from the historic maps shows this habitat with characteristically more 

light than the rest of the woodland has certainly existed for at least 350 years.  Not 

surprisingly the wildlife associated with this habitat relies on high light levels around large 

mature trees, especially oaks. Livestock grazing kept it like that until recently. Once the 

grazing stopped the habitat closed up and became too dark for many of the species that had 

established themselves over 100s of years.  

Today small populations of rare and protected species cling on in areas near open woodland 

tracks and where in previous years Natural England has thinned the woodland to increase 

light levels. To protect these species into the future we need to create enough habitat so 

they can establish populations large enough to withstand the challenges of climate change.  

The proposed solution is to reintroduce the way the Out Wood was managed in the past, 

using cattle to graze the open areas and steadily recreate pasture woodland. This will 

obviously require fencing to keep cattle in the Out Wood, focusing on the areas where we 

know species are clinging on. Some of these species are lichens and by definition don’t 

move, which restricts the location of fencing to the location of these species (Map 4) .  

This unfortunately is the same part of the wood as the circular walk that starts and finishes 

at the Hamptworth Road car park (see Map 5). The more of the area in pink and blue on 

Map 4 the better for the species we are trying to protect. However, the excact location of 

the fencing is flexible and can be moved for other considerations e.g. people’s enjoyment of 

Langley Wood. It is likely though that both the fencing and the cattle will be visible from the 

public footpaths. There are no immediate plans to fell any mature trees although this 

cannot be discounted in the long term if light levels proove to be too low for the legally 

protected species.  

Natural England is therefore seeking your views on this project and any welcomes any 

comments or suggestions you may have. Please help by raising any concerns so we can 

reach a compromise that meets our legal obligations to protect these species without 

harming the unique nature of Langley Wood NNR.  

Please reply here: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BLVDJ93 
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Map 1: Langley Wood National Nature Reserve 

 

Map 2: 1807 OS Surveyors Drawing (Out Wood southwest of The Earldoms) 

 



 

Map 3: 1867 OS Map (enclosed grazed land in green) 

 

Map 4: Distribution of protected lichen species 



 

Map 5: Public footpaths 

 


