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REPRESENTATION ON THE NEW FOREST 

NATIONAL PARK DRAFT LOCAL PLAN REVIEW 

Formal Consultation Response, Evidence Base Rebuttal & Comprehensive Ecological 

Assessment on Behalf of Redlynch Parish Council & Local Community Stakeholders 

(Version 4) 

Consultation Stage: Regulation 18 / Regulation 19 Submission Draft 

Review 

Planning Authority: New Forest National Park Authority (NFNPA) 

Representing Body: Redlynch Parish Council (covering Redlynch, 

Woodfalls, Morgan's Vale, Lover, & Hale) 

Key Target Policies: Policy SP40 (Landford), Policy SP41 (The Ridge, 

Redlynch), Policy SP42 (Rural Exception Sites) 

 

1. Executive Summary & Core Position Statement 

This formal representation is submitted by Redlynch Parish Council in response to the New 

Forest National Park Authority’s (NFNPA) Draft Local Plan Review Regulation 19 consultation. 

While the Parish Council recognizes the statutory requirement for the Authority to update its 

spatial framework and acknowledges the regional housing pressures established across South 

Hampshire and Wiltshire, we strongly object to the proposed spatial strategy and major 

greenfield site allocations in our rural parish—specifically Policy SP40 (Land to the south 

of Hamptworth Road, Landford) and Policy SP41 (Land to the east of The Ridge, 

Redlynch). 

Our objection is not a blanket rejection of all housing growth. As a Parish Council representing 

the distinct communities of Redlynch, Woodfalls, Morgan's Vale, Lover, and Hale, we 

acknowledge that our local demographic is constantly evolving. We actively encourage changes 

that foster a vibrant, sustainable rural community rather than allowing our villages to be 

transformed into suburban 'dormitory settlements' for external commuters. Furthermore, we 

clarify that while commoning is a vital living tradition in the New Forest, Redlynch parish 

contains few practicing Commoners (who submit representations independently via their own 

association); our focus is firmly on the social cohesion, infrastructure capacity, public safety, and 

environmental protection of our parishioners today and for future generations. 

To achieve balanced growth without compromising local identity, and for the avoidance 

of doubt, we explicitly support small-scale organic infill within existing built envelopes, 

small pocket developments on available land (such as local parcels currently offered by 

New House), dedicated Commoners' dwellings (Policy DP43), agricultural worker housing 
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(Policy DP44), and 100% affordable Rural Exception Schemes (Policy SP42) tied strictly 

to verified parish connection criteria. 

2. Detailed Rebuttal of NFNPA Regulation 19 Evidence Base & 

Supporting Documents 

Following a detailed technical examination of the official Regulation 19 Evidence Base and 

Supporting Documentation published on the Commonplace consultation portal, Redlynch Parish 

Council presents comprehensive counter-arguments demonstrating that the proposed 

allocations (SP40 and SP41) are fundamentally unsound, legally deficient, and unviable under 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) soundness tests. 

2.1 Rebuttal of Strategic Land Availability Assessment (SLAA) & Settlement 

Hierarchy Topic Paper 

The NFNPA Strategic Land Availability Assessment (SLAA August 2026) and Topic Paper 

Settlement Hierarchy Review incorrectly conclude that Landford and Redlynch possess 

adequate facility clusters to justify major greenfield residential allocations. The Authority's 

methodology suffers from critical flaws: 

● Arbitrary Defined Village Reclassification: The Topic Paper reclassifies small, dispersed 

hamlets (Redlynch, Woodfalls, Morgan's Vale, Lover) as a singular 'Defined Village' 

alongside major hubs like Brockenhurst and Lyndhurst. For clarity the Redlynch area lacks 

essential facilities such as a mainline railway station, local retail centers, secondary 

education, and/or clinical healthcare facilities. Treating rural hamlets as sustainable growth 

centers ignores real-world service deficits such as these and many more. 

● Screening Out Critical Constraints in SLAA: The SLAA report screens site SP41 (The 

Ridge) as deliverable despite failing to factor in steep topography, highly impermeable 

Reading Clay geology, acute access constraints along narrow unlit rural lanes, and 

proximity to sensitive protected habitats. 

2.2 Rebuttal of Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP August 2026) & Duty to 

Cooperate Statement 

The NFNPA Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) and Duty to Cooperate Statement represent a 

severe governance deficit that renders the plan ineffective under NPPF soundness tests: 

● Unfunded Cross-Boundary Services: While NFNPA acts as the planning authority, 

statutory responsibility for highways, education, healthcare commissioning, and waste rests 

entirely with Wiltshire Council. The IDP includes zero capital commitments, ring-fenced 

allocations, or delivery schedules from Wiltshire Council for expanding Morgan's Vale & 

Woodfalls Primary School (MVW) or local GP clinical capacity. 

● Unmet Duty to Cooperate Requirements: The Duty to Cooperate Statement confirms 

ongoing discussions but fails to demonstrate a legally binding, signed Memorandum of 

Understanding or Section 106 framework securing developer contributions for Wiltshire 

services prior to plan adoption.  
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2.3 Rebuttal of Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) & Reading Clay 

Hydrology 

The Partnership for South Hampshire (PfSH) Level 1 SFRA (Part 10 New Forest) operates at an 

excessively high spatial level, failing to evaluate localized ground conditions: 

● Infiltration Failure on Reading Clay: The SFRA assumes standard Sustainable Drainage 

Systems (SuDS) can manage surface run-off on site. However, site SP41 rests on the 

Reading Formation (Reading Clay beds)—stiff, highly impermeable clay soils, lying 

underneath agricultural top soil with near-zero infiltration. Standard soakaways and 

attenuation basins fail under prolonged rainfall, forcing high-volume surface run-off 

downslope onto Orchard Road, Quavey Road, and Morgans Vale Road. 

● Shrink-Swell Geotechnical Instability: Reading Clay exhibits severe seasonal shrink-swell 

behavior and loss of shear strength when saturated, creating significant risks of slope 

movement and structural foundation strain for surrounding historic dwellings. 

2.4 Rebuttal of Sustainability Appraisal (SA), Habitats Regulations 

Assessment (HRA), Bat Review & Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) 

The Sustainability Appraisal (SA July 2026) and Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 

underestimate cumulative environmental degradation and demonstrate critical omissions 

regarding statutory nature recovery frameworks: 

● Conflict with Wiltshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS): Site SP41 falls directly 

within the Wiltshire LNRS Bat Assemblage opportunity mapping. The explicit statutory 

objective of this mapping is to increase bat populations and expand their ranges—

specifically for barbastelle, Bechstein's, Brandt's, greater horseshoe, lesser horseshoe, and 

serotine bats. Furthermore, portions of site SP41 are mapped under LNRS Measure 

OMHCA2 (Creation of Open Mixed Habitats). Allocating major greenfield housing on SP41 

actively undermines the delivery of these identified statutory nature recovery opportunities. 

● Omission of Dark Corridor Fragmentation for Annex II Bats: While the NFNPA Review 

of Barbastelle Bats in the New Forest and Mottisfont Bats SAC (July 2026) acknowledges 

dark corridors, the SA fails to evaluate the severe light spill and linear habitat disruption 

caused by developing SP41. Local records confirm Annex II species (barbastelle, 

Bechstein's, and greater horseshoe bats) alongside broader priority assemblages. Housing 

and street lighting on SP41 will sever the current dark commuting routes and fragment 

existing foraging connectivity. 

● Inadequate Priority Habitat & Species Assessment: The SA fails to evaluate direct and 

indirect impacts on adjacent Priority Habitats (lowland meadow and deciduous woodland 

and hedgerows), omitting edge effects, recreational disturbance, and threats to verified local 

populations of Great Crested Newts, Slow Worms, declining (red and amber status) 

farmland birds (such as Skylark, Lapwing, Grey Partridge, Yellowhammers and Corn 

Buntings and in the hedgerows Linnet, Song Thrush, Reed Bunting and White Throat), and 

rare native botanical assemblages (such as a broad range of wild Orchids, Ferns,  and 

Saxifrages). Ancient hedgerows and deciduous woodland edges along old parish lanes 

(such as The Ridge, Kiln Lane, and Quavey Road) host slow-colonizing Ancient Woodland 
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Indicator (AWI) plants such as Butchers Broom, Spindle and Wood Spurge along with a host 

of others. 

2.5 Rebuttal of Housing Needs Assessment (Iceni 2025) & Topic Paper 

Housing 

The Housing Needs Assessment (Iceni October 2025) and Topic Paper Housing fail to justify 

greenfield market allocations: 

● Market Allocation Unaffordability: Average property prices in Redlynch exceed £750,000. 

Allocating market-led housing on elevated ridge-line plots guarantees executive pricing well 

out of reach of local families, directly contradicting the Authority's objective of delivering 

genuinely affordable local housing. 

● Superior Rural Exception Alternative: Genuinely local housing needs are far more 

effectively served through 100% affordable Rural Exception Sites (Policy SP42), 

Commoners' housing (Policy DP43), and small pocket infill (e.g. NewHouse sites) rather 

than speculative market developments. 

2.6 Rebuttal of Topic Paper Protected Landscapes Duty & LURA 2023 

Statutory Obligations 

Section 245 of the Levelling Up & Regeneration Act 2023 (LURA) amended Section 62(2) of the 

Environment Act 1995, placing a strengthened legal duty on National Park Authorities to 'seek 

to further the statutory National Park purposes' in all plan-making functions. Allocating 

prominent multi-hectare greenfield sites on high-ridge landscape lines (SP41) and adjacent to 

ancient woodland (SP40) constitutes an active breach of this statutory requirement, as it causes 

irreversible harm to landscape beauty and tranquility where viable, less damaging alternatives 

(small pocket infill and rural exception sites) exist. 

3. Landscape Vistas, Heritage & Comprehensive Ecological 

Protections 

3.1 Preservation of Iconic Views, Vistas & Ridge Lines 

The elevated position of site SP41 along The Ridge represents one of the most distinctive 

landscape assets in the northern National Park. Looking North and North-North-East from The 

Ridge, residents and visitors enjoy a truly remarkable, unobstructed vista stretching across 

miles of open countryside. Erecting a high-density estate or multi-storey dwellings on this 

prominent skyline will permanently destroy this open horizon and harm the setting of the 

National Park. 

Furthermore, housing constructed on such a prime viewpoint site will inevitably command a 

substantial market premium. In Redlynch parish, where the average property price exceeds 

£750,000, market dwellings on The Ridge will be priced well out of reach of local working 

families, completely failing government targets for genuinely affordable housing while destroying 

irreplaceable landscape assets. 
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3.2 Comprehensive Ecological Assessment: Flora, Fauna & Habitat Networks 

A detailed ecological review of site SP41 and its surrounding semi-natural network 

demonstrates that while the site may appear unconstrained at a superficial level, rigorous 

ecological analysis reveals critical, evidence-based constraints across protected species, 

statutory nature recovery targets, and sensitive priority habitats. 

3.2.1 Bat Populations, Ecological Connectivity & Annex II Species 

The proposed allocation site SP41 and its boundary hedgerows form an essential component of 

a wider ecological network. Tree lines, mature hedgerows, and adjacent linear features provide 

crucial foraging and commuting corridors for a diverse bat assemblage. Verified local biological 

records (such as nearby RSPB surveys and anecdotal evidence through renovations such as 

Camerons cottage which discovered a roosting Horseshoe) confirm the presence of highly 

protected Annex II species under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations, 

including: 

● Barbastelle Bat (Barbastella barbastellus): An Annex II species acutely sensitive to linear 

habitat severance and canopy disruption along woodland edge corridors. 

● Bechstein's Bat (Myotis bechsteinii): An Annex II specialist relying on undisturbed mature 

woodland margins and dark commuting corridors. 

● Greater Horseshoe Bat (Rhinolophus ferrumequinum): An Annex II species requiring 

continuous, unlit hedgerow structures for navigation and foraging. 

● Broader Priority Bat Assemblage: Local records also encompass Lesser Horseshoe 

(Rhinolophus hipposideros), Serotine (Eptesicus serotinus), and Brandt's bat (Myotis 

brandtii). 

These species exhibit extreme sensitivity to dark corridor errosion, light pollution, habitat 

fragmentation, loss of physical hedgerow connectivity, and reductions in insect prey density. 

Residential development on SP41 would sever these established flight paths.  

3.2.2 Artificial Lighting Spill & Dark Corridor Preservation 

Site SP41 currently forms an integral part of a dark, intrinsically tranquil rural landscape that 

characterizes the northern fringe of the National Park. Introducing 50+ residential dwellings on 

large monolithic sites along with accompanying street lighting, domestic security lights, and 

vehicular headlights will inevitably inject significant light spill into adjacent hedgerows and tree 

lines. 

Light pollution at levels as low as 1 lux can cause barrier effects for photophobic species like 

Barbastelle, Bechstein's, and Greater Horseshoe bats, forcing them to abandon established 

foraging routes. Any allocation on site SP41 would be required to demonstrate that adverse 

lighting effects can be completely avoided through sensitive spatial layout, generous unlit buffer 

zones, and a legally binding dark corridor strategy—constraints that severely contract the 

realistic buildable footprint of the site and further complicate safety and social issues. 
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3.2.3 Alignment with Wiltshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) & Measure 

OMHCA2 

Crucially, site SP41 falls directly within the opportunity mapping of the Wiltshire Local Nature 

Recovery Strategy (LNRS) Bat Assemblage. The primary statutory objective of this LNRS 

mapping is to expand bat populations and extend their geographical ranges, particularly in 

landscapes contiguous with established roosts. The strategy explicitly targets recovery for 

Barbastelle, Bechstein's, Brandt's, Greater Horseshoe, Lesser Horseshoe, and Serotine bats. 

Furthermore, portions of site SP41 are mapped under LNRS Measure OMHCA2 (Creation of 

Open Mixed Habitats). Allocating SP41 for dense residential housing directly conflicts with 

these statutory nature recovery targets. Rather than supporting habitat creation, expanding 

ecological connectivity, and facilitating bat population recovery, built development on SP41 

would permanently destroy land designated for strategic nature restoration under the 

Environment Act 2021 framework. 

3.2.4 Farmland Bird Assemblages & Breeding Habitats 

The agricultural land at SP41 and its dense boundary hedgerows support notable farmland bird 

assemblages, including Amber and Red-listed and Species of Principal Importance (Section 41, 

NERC Act 2006). Verified species breeding and foraging in the immediate vicinity include: 

● Open Field and Ground Nesting 

● Yellowhammer (Emberiza citrinella): Red-listed seed-eating farmland bird dependent 

on uncropped field margins and dense nesting hedgerows. 

● Corn Bunting (Emberiza calandra): Red-listed species highly vulnerable to the loss of 

open agricultural foraging habitat and increased domestic predation. 

● Skylark (Alauda arvensis) – Red-listed: Nests directly on the ground in open arable fields and 

tall pastures. They are highly sensitive to residential boundary encroachment, vertical 

structures, and human/pet disturbance that eliminate open aerial display space. 

● Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) – Red-listed: Uses damp farmland pastures and low-lying field 

margins for nesting. They rely on dark, quiet open fields free from artificial lighting and 

predators. 

● Hedgerow & Scrub Seed-Eaters 

● Grey Partridge (Perdix perdix) – Red-listed: Strongly tied to arable field margins, beetle 

banks, and hedgerow bases for nesting and brood-rearing. 

● Linnet (Linaria cannabina) – Red-listed: A classic farmland hedgerow species that nests in 

dense hedges, gorse, and scrub, feeding on weed seeds along field margins. 

● Song Thrush (Turdus philomelos) – Red-listed: Relies on mature, intact hedgerows, damp 

ditches, and woodland edges for nesting and foraging on invertebrates. 

● Reed Bunting (Emberiza schoeniclus) – Amber-listed: Frequently found in wet ditches, field 

drains, and tall vegetation around clay run-off channels. 

● Whitethroat (Curruca communis) – A summer migratory songbird that relies on thick, 

unmanaged farmland hedgerows and scrub for breeding. 
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● Farmland Margin Predators 

● Barn Owl (Tyto alba) – Schedule 1 Protected Species: Uses rough grassland field margins, 

hedgerow networks, and unbuilt field edges for hunting small mammals (voles and mice). 

Residential light spill and traffic severely impact their nocturnal hunting efficiency. 

● Tawny Owl (Strix aluco) & Little Owl (Athene noctua) – Amber-listed Species (Tawny): 

Inhabit mature farm copses, old orchards, and ancient hedgerow trees around Redlynch and 

Landford. They are highly susceptible to nocturnal light pollution and the removal of old, 

hollow roosting trees. 

● Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) – Amber-listed: Hunts over rough farmland grass margins and 

hedgerow boundaries. 

● Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) – Schedule 1 Protected Species: Uses open ridge lines, 

high-altitude thermal airspaces, and wide rural vistas to hunt across agricultural fields and 

pastures. Allocations on high, unobstructed ridge plots like SP41 degrade open hunting 

grounds and aerial display corridors. 

● Sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus) – Protected Species: A specialized woodland-edge and 

hedgerow predator that relies on thick, continuous hedge lines and unlit copse boundaries to 

ambush small farmland birds. Hedgerow removal and artificial light spill disrupt their 

foraging cover. 

● Hobby (Falco subbuteo) – Schedule 1 Protected Species: A rare summer migratory falcon 

highly characteristic of the New Forest heathland edge. Spotting a Hobby around The Ridge 

is both very plausible and ecologically significant—they are agile aerial hunters that feed 

heavily on large dragonflies (which breed along wet clay ditches and flushes) and swallows 

or house martins over open pastures. 

● Red Kite (Milvus milvus) & Common Buzzard (Buteo buteo) – Protected Species: Soaring 

raptors that nest in mature boundary trees along parish lanes and forage across open 

agricultural fields. Loss of field margins and mature tree root compaction directly impacts 

their local nesting and feeding territories. 

Developing site SP41 represents a permanent loss of nesting and foraging habitat for these 

declining birds, directly opposing national targets to reverse farmland biodiversity loss. 

3.2.5 Adjacency to Priority Habitats & Edge Effect Impacts 

Site SP41 sits immediately adjacent to UK Priority Habitats, including Lowland Meadow and 

Deciduous Woodland, forming part of a delicate semi-natural habitat mosaic. Constructing a 

major housing allocation on SP41 introduces significant direct and indirect edge effects, 

including: 

● Hydrological disruption and urban surface run-off contamination affecting delicate Lowland 

Meadow ecology. 

● Increased domestic pet (cat and dog) predation and recreational trampling along Deciduous 

Woodland margins. 

● Invasive non-native garden species escapes and alterations to traditional agricultural 

boundary management. 

● Noise disturbance and ground vibration disruption 
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3.2.6 Protected Amphibians, Reptiles & Notable Botanical Flora 

Local biological surveys and resident observations confirm additional protected species within 

the immediate site catchment: 

● Amphibians & Reptiles: Established populations of Great Crested Newts (Triturus 

cristatus) and Slow Worms (Anguis fragilis) utilizing wet margins, field ditches, and 

undisturbed rough grassland boundaries. 

● Notable Botanical Species: Local records identify localized colonies of notable plant 

species, including wild native Orchids. Comprehensive botanical surveys during peak 

flowering seasons must be mandated before any site screening, as these valuable plant 

assemblages cannot be translocated without severe loss of biodiversity value. 

3.3 Preserving Rural Architectural Character vs. Suburban Monoliths 

Redlynch, Woodfalls, Morgan's Vale, and Lover possess a rich, diverse architectural heritage 

where housing dating from pre-Victorian times is interspersed with properties from virtually 

every decade in small, manageable, organic quantities. Cramming a high-density, suburban 

estate into a single greenfield plot directly adjacent to historic structures damages the rural feel 

of the area and risks degrading local heritage through inappropriate conurbation styling. 

4. Infrastructure Capacity, Public Services & Community Safety 

4.1 Healthcare & Emergency Services Overload 

The parish is served by a single GP surgery which currently suffers from extended appointment 

waiting lists. Non-routine and emergency medical cases are frequently diverted to Salisbury 

District Hospital A&E, placing severe strain on already overburdened regional NHS emergency 

services. Adding major residential allocations without expanding local clinical capacity is 

unsustainable. Coupled with extreme parking congestion, narrow rural lanes are increasingly 

impassable for large emergency vehicles—as starkly demonstrated when The Appletree pub 

perished in a fire that emergency tenders struggled to access due to lane blockages (Monday, 

October 20, 2003). Demonstrating long standing vehicle and parking overload in and around the 

surrounding areas, lanes and roadsides. 

4.2 Primary Education & School Gate Safety Hazard 

Following local school closures in recent years, Morgan's Vale & Woodfalls Primary School 

(MVW) remains the sole primary educational facility serving the parish. MVW cannot 

accommodate a major influx of pupils without substantial capital expansion. Crucially, drop-off 

and pick-up times around MVW, Orchard Road, and Redlynch Village are already severe 

parking hotspots. Existing narrow lanes were never designed for intense school traffic; 

introducing 50+ additional households will dramatically increase traffic congestion and create a 

severe risk of accidents involving young children. 
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4.3 Local Retail, Policing & Electrical Grid Instability 

A single small village shop serves the entire resident population, barely coping with peak 

demand. Local policing is limited to a single beat bobby (PC Marc Evans, supported by a small 

number of PCSO’s) these resources are stretched incredibly thin across a vast rural territory. 

Furthermore, the local electrical substations are severely under-capacitated; the parish has 

experienced repeated power outages over the past 24 months due to rising baseline demand. 

Adding new residential loads without substantial substation upgrades risks chronic power 

instability. 

5. Highways Safety, Surface Flooding & Dual-Authority 

Governance 

5.1 Commuter Rat-Running, Speeding & Traffic Hazard 

The Ridge and Quavey Road suffer from persistent speeding and are heavily utilized as 

commuter rat-runs toward Downton industrial estates, Salisbury, and Fordingbridge. The 

narrow, unlit rural lanes lack continuous footpaths or safe highway geometry. Adding 50+ 

dwellings on sites SP40 and SP41 will flood surrounding unlit lanes with additional commuter 

vehicles, exponentially increasing collision risks for pedestrians, cyclists, and horse riders. 

5.2 Surrounding Road Surface Water Flooding Risk 

Bowers Hill, Quavey Road, Morgans Vale Road, and Orchard Road are situated substantially 

and directly downhill from The Ridge and already experience severe surface water run-off and 

localized flooding during heavy rainstorms. Replacing semi-permeable agricultural soil sitting 

atop significantly less permeable clay with hard, impervious roofs, driveways, and roads will 

dramatically increase water run-off rates, exposing lower-elevation homes on Orchard Road to 

catastrophic flooding risks unless fully mitigated by mandatory, engineered Sustainable 

Drainage Systems (SuDS). 

5.3 Geotechnical Instability and Reading Clay Surface Hydrology 

The underlying geology across significant portions of the northern parishes—notably around 

Redlynch, The Ridge, and Landford—is predominantly characterized by the Reading 

Formation (Reading Clay beds). These stiff, highly impermeable clay soils possess inherently 

poor natural infiltration rates. During heavy or prolonged rainfall events, the upper soil profile 

rapidly reaches saturation, leading to immediate, high-volume surface water run-off that 

cascades toward lower-lying downslope properties and local highway drainage networks (such 

as Orchard Road, Kiln Lane and Quavey Road). Furthermore, Reading Clay exhibits 

pronounced seasonal shrink-swell characteristics and significant loss of shear strength when 

persistently waterlogged. Replacing permeable topsoil with hard impervious surfaces will not 

only exacerbate downhill flood risks but also create severe ground saturation around site 

boundaries, increasing the risk of soil movement, land instability, and structural foundation strain 

for both newly built and adjoining historic dwellings. 
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5.4 Dual-Authority Governance & Mandatory S106 Contributions 

A fundamental structural flaw in the Local Plan process is that NFNPA acts as the planning 

authority, whereas Wiltshire Council holds statutory responsibility for highways, housing, 

primary/secondary education, healthcare commissioning, and waste collection. NFNPA cannot 

legally compel Wiltshire Council to fund service expansions. Therefore, Redlynch Parish Council 

insists that no site allocation proceed without a legally binding, front-loaded Section 106 

agreement securing guaranteed developer funding for Wiltshire Council healthcare, highways, 

education, and waste services prior to plan adoption. 

5.5 Local Infrastructure Assessment Matrix 

Infrastructure Sector Current Operational Status Impact of Major Allocations 

(SP40 / SP41) 

Healthcare & Primary Care Single GP surgery with long 

waitlists; A&E transfers to Salisbury 

Hospital. 

Adds several hundred residents 

without dedicated clinical expansion 

or GP funding. 

Primary Education MVW Primary School is sole local 

facility; heavy gate congestion. 
Exceeds school capacity; 

exacerbates hazardous 

parking/drop-off on Orchard Road. 

Highways & Pedestrian Safety Narrow rural lanes (The Ridge, 

Quavey Rd); active rat-running to 

Downton. 

Dramatically increases vehicle 

movements on unlit lanes lacking 

footpaths/lighting. 

Electrical Utilities Substations overloaded; repeated 

power outages over past 24 months. 
Risks grid instability without major 

substation replacement and 

transformer upgrades. 

Surface Water Drainage Orchard Road suffers run-off and 

flooding from uphill catchment. 
Impervious development on 

Reading Clay dramatically increases 

lower-elevation flood risk. 

 

6. Constructive Counter-Proposals & Policy Amendments 

To resolve these critical issues and deliver sustainable housing that meets genuine local needs, 

Redlynch Parish Council urges the National Park Authority to adopt the following policy 

modifications: 

● Delete Major Greenfield Allocations (Policies SP40 & SP41): Whilst this representation is 

focussed primarily on SP41, Redlynch Parish Council, counter propose the removal of multi-

hectare greenfield allocations SP40 (Landford) and SP41 (The Ridge, Redlynch) from the 

draft Local Plan schedule. Respecting Langford Parish Council’s decisions to make their 

own representations separately as they so choose. 
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● Prioritise Small Pocket Infill (New House Sites): Focus small-scale delivery on genuine 

infill plots and available pocket parcels (e.g., land offered by local vendors such as New 

House), delivering 2–5 homes per plot within established village envelopes. 

● Support 100% Rural Exception Sites (Policy SP42): Direct local-needs affordable 

housing to Rural Exception Sites restricted strictly to residents with verified local parish 

connections via cascade criteria. In March 2026 the housing register had 9 households from 

Redlynch on it. In 4 out of 9 households with a verified local connection to Redlynch had 

also listed it as their preferred area of choice. Updated data for September 2026 showed 

No. of Households on the housing register who have expressed a first choice for Redlynch 

was 6. 

● Protect Commoning & Agricultural Ties (Policies DP43 & DP44): Maintain strong 

support for dedicated Commoners' dwellings and estate/agricultural worker housing to 

preserve the living, working landscape. 

● Enforce Strict Floor-Space Caps (Policy SP30): Retain the 100 sq m floorspace limit on 

net new dwellings to prevent executive house sprawl, supporting Wiltshire Council 

flexibilities only where verified local family size demands require a 4-bedroom affordable 

unit. 


